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ELSIE

The fourth typhoon of the month, Elsie,
was first spotted by satellite as a dis-
turbance east of Leyte Gulf on 29 August.
After crossing the central Philippines as
a depression, Elsie entered the South
China Sea west of Mindoro on the 31st.
Tropical-storm force was achieved later
that day. By 1 September Elsie began to
slow,, apparently due to a slow-moving
trough over China.

Elsie reached typhoon force near the
Paracel islands, then shifted to a south-
west track as heights began to build in
southern China. Moving slowly across the
South China Sea toward the Vietnam coast,
Elsie required two days to travel 160 nm

(Figure 4-20). As her center passed Quang
Ngai, a minimum sea level pressure of 991
mb xas registered and peak gusts of 60 kt
were reported.

Elsie weakened rapidly as she moved
into Thailand but maintained her identity
across the Indo-China peninsula, redevelop-
ing to typhoon strength in the Bay of Ben-
gal (see Annex B). Elsie was only the
second tropical cyclone in September to
reach severe storm intensity (>47 kt) in
the Bay of Bengal since 1943. During her
passage over Thailand, Elsie caused three
days of heavy rains, flooding many parts
of the country.

FIGURE 4-20. Radaabcope paehenta-t.ion[AN/SPS-30, -tange 150 nm] o~ ~.tbie taken abo~d
USS KITTY HAWK wki~c ~kc ~yphoon WU6 centeatd 130 nm bou~h o~ Ho..inan
1~.Land, 2 Sep-tkmbeh 1972, 1720 GMT. BLLp .in aye .iAkatumt dkom #ea.the&
tieconna.ihbance Oihezajjt.
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